
Rodeo Dog Company® 
Rules and Judging Guidelines 



The  purpose  of  Rodeo  Dog i s  to  form a  bond  ( team)  wi th  y our  dog  and  com-

p et e  in  a  f u n  an d  sa f e  en v i ron men t .   T h e  d o g  en jo ys  mo vin g  aro u n d  b arre l s  

an d  t h e  own er  fin d s  i t  ch a l len g in g  t o  d ec id e  t h e  b est  way  t o  work  t h e  

d og.   Th e  t eam may  s t ar t  a t  an  easy  lev e l  wh ich  i s  on  leash  an d  works  t h e i r  

way  t o  h ard er  an d  more  ch a l len g in g  le ve ls ;  t h i s  req u i res  more  t ra in in g  an d  

more  b on d in g  wi t h in  t h e  t eam.  

 

Rod eo  D og  resu l t s  i n  we l l - rou n d ed  an d con d ition ed  d ogs ,  d emon st ratin g  

t ra in in g  an d  good  t eamwor k.   Rod eo  D og  d oes  n ot  d i scr im in at e  aga in st  an y  

dog or  hand ler  because  of  a  d i sab i l i t y ;  accommodations  c an  be  made.   Good  

t eamwor k  can  d eve lop  wi t h  an y  d og  an d  h an d ler  t eam.   Rod eo  D og  im-

p roves  h an d l in g  s k i l l s  t h at  can  b e  in corp orat ed  f or  ag i l i t y  u se .   

 

Rod eo  D og  i s  a  sp or tin g  even t .   A l l  leve ls  o f  h an d l in g  sk i l l s  a re  we l -

come.   Rod eo  D og  c an  b e  exp er ien ced  as  a  s imp le  b on d in g  even t  or  i t  can  

b e  a  very  comp etiti ve  even t .   A l l  d ogs  an d  h an d lers  are  w elcome.   Th i s  wi l l  

b e  a  u n iq u e  exp er ien ce  f or  you !  

 

Rodeo Dog t r ia l s  ar e  he ld  by  c lubs  that  are  Rodeo  Dog approved.   The  show 

a l low s  t h e  t eam t o  comp et e  an d  earn  qu a l i f y in g  s cores  t o ward s  tit les .   T o  

earn  a  tit le ,  t h e  d og mu st  b e  reg is t ered  wi t h  Rod eo  D og.   C lu b s  t h at  wan t  

t o  h o ld  a  t r ia l  mu st  b e  l i cen sed  b y  Rod eo  D og.   A l l  l i cen se d  c lu b s  mu st  h ave  

p r ior  ap p rova l  f rom  Rod eo  D og  b ef ore  t h ey  h o ld  a  t r ia l .  

 

A l i cen sed  c lu b  d oes  n ot  h ave  t o  h o ld  a l l  o f  t h e  even t s  t hat  Rod eo  D og  h as ,  

b u t  i t  mu st  h ave  a l l  o f  t h e  d imen s ion  req u i remen t s  in  t h e  c las s  t h at  i t  i s  

h o ld in g .   I t  mu st  a l so  h ave  t h e  Sp ec ia l s ,  Sen iors ,  an d  Ju n i or  C las ses  a cces s i -

ble  at  the  event .   The  c lub  must  fo l low the  ru les  for  Rodeo  Dog inc lud ing  

t h e  b arre l  s i z in g  an d  sp ac in g .   Th e  c lu b  mu st  h ave  a  su i t ab le  sp ace  f or  t h e  

even t .   Th e  c lu b  mu st  h ave  d i stin ctive  marks  f or  t h e  cen t e r  sq u are  in  C lover  

an d  s t ar t /fin ish  l in e  an d  d is t an ce  l in e  f rom t h e  b arre l s  in  S t ra igh t  

L in e .    Th e  c lu b  must  u se  officia l  s core  sh eet s  an d  a  score  t a l ly  sh eet  mu st  

b e  s ign ed  b y  t h e  ju d ge  an d  sen t  t o  Rod eo  D og  f or  tit l in g  p u rp oses .  



  D o g s  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  R o d e o  D o g  C o m p a n y  i n  o r d e r  t o  e a r n  ti t l e s .   T h e y  
m a y  r e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  s h o w ,  i f  t h e  h o s ti n g  c l u b  a l l o w s .   R e g i s t r a ti o n  i s  a   o n e - ti m e  
f e e  o f  $ 2 0  p e r  d o g .   A l l  d o g s  a r e  w e l c o m e!   D o g ’ s  r e g i s t r a ti o n  n u m b e r s  a n d  ti -
t l e s  w i l l  b e  e m a i l e d  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  d o g .  

  F o r  S p e c i a l s / S e n i o r s  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c o m m o d a ti o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  f o r  d o g  o r  
h a n d l e r .   W e  w a n t  t h i s  t o  b e  a  f u n  a n d  e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  b o t h  d o g  a n d  
h a n d l e r .  

  Dogs that need to wear socks, shirts etc. for a MEDICAL REASON may do so but MUST 
compete in Specials.  

  A l l  d o g s  r u n  e i t h e r  o n  b u c k l e  c o l l a r s  o r  n o  c o l l a r s .   T h e  c o l l a r  m u s t  n o t  h a v e  
a n y t h i n g  h a n g i n g  f r o m  i t  f o r  s a f e t y .    

  A  c h o k e  c o l l a r ,  p r o n g  c o l l a r ,  e l e c t r i c  c o l l a r ,  a n y  k i n d  o f  h a l t e r ,  h a r n e s s ,  o r  h a l -
ti e s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i tt e d  w h i l e  r u n n i n g .   I f  r u n n i n g  o n  l e a s h ,  t h e  l e a s h  m u s t  b e  
m a d e  o f  m a t e r i a l  o r  l e a t h e r ,  a  c h a i n  l e a s h  i s  n o t  p e r m i tt e d  w h i l e  r u n n i n g .   

  D o g s  m a y  h a v e  t h e i r  h a i r  ti e d  u p  i n  a n y  m a n n e r  f o r  v i s i b i l i t y .  

  T r e a t s  a n d  t o y s  a r e  a l l o w e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  r i n g  a n d  i n  t h e  r i n g  d u r i n g  p r a c ti c e ,  
b u t  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  r i n g  d u r i n g  a  s h o w .   P l e a s e  b e  m i n d f u l  t o  t h e  d o g  
a n d  h a n d l e r  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  r i n g .   

  W e  f o l l o w  t h e  h o n o r  s y s t e m  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  d o g ’ s  m e a s u r e m e n t s .   I f  u n s u r e  o f  
y o u r  d o g ’ s  h e i g h t ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  c l a s s  u p o n  
r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  o w n e r .  

  Beginner level is an on leash only event, dogs of any age may compete in this level.  

  Dogs 6 months and older may compete in either the Beginner or Performance levels, the 
decision is solely the handlers. 

  Y o u r  t e a m  m a y  e a r n  a l l  o f  y o u r  l e g s  t o  y o u r  ti t l e  u n d e r  o n e  j u d g e .   A  d o g  m a y  
e n t e r  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  s h o w  i f  t h e  h o s ti n g  c l u b  a l l o w s .  

  D o g s  m u s t  b e  o n  l e a s h  a t  a l l  ti m e s  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  j u d g e d  i n  t h e  r i n g .   I f  a  
d o g  i s  r e p e a t e d l y  r u n n i n g  l o o s e  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  d o g  i s  b e i n g  j u d g e d  i n  t h e  r i n g ,  
t h e  l o o s e  d o g  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  a  r e f u n d .    

  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  a g g r e s s i v e  d o g s  p e r m i tt e d  i n  t h i s  s p o r t .   I f  a  d o g  r e p e a t e d l y  
s h o w s  s i g n s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  a  r e f u n d .  

  W e  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h i s  a  f u n  s p o r t  s o  n o  o ve r - c o r r e c ti n g  o f  y o u r  d o g  w i l l  b e  a l -
l o w e d .   I f  y o u  a r e  c a u g h t  r e p e a t e d l y  o v e r - c o r r e c ti n g  y o u r  d o g ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  
a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  a  r e f u n d .  

  N o  t o u c h i n g  o f  t h e  d o g  u n l e s s  t h e  d o g  i s  i n  h a r m s '  w a y .   N o  t o u c h i n g  o f  t h e  
b a r r e l s .  

 
 

Rules 



  Y o u  m u s t  c l e a n  u p  a ft e r  y o u r  d o g .   I f  c a u g h t  n o t  c l e a n i n g  u p  a ft e r  y o u r  d o g ,  
y o u  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  a  r e f u n d .   D o g s  t h a t  f o u l  i n  t h e  r i n g  w i l l  b e  
d i s q u a l i fi e d  f o r  t h a t  r u n .  

  I t  w i l l  b e  u p  t o  t h e  h o s ti n g  c l u b  i f  t h e y  a l l o w  f e m a l e  d o g s  i n  h e a t  t o  r u n .   I f  
t h e y  d o ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  r u n  a ft e r  t h e  l a s t  r u n  o f  t h e  s h o w .  

  I n j u r e d  o r  s i c k  d o g s  t h a t  h a v e  a  v e t  e x c u s e  w i l l  g e t  a  f u l l  r e f u n d .  

  N o  s p e c t a t o r s  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  r i n g  w h e n  a  d o g  i s  b e i n g  j u d g e d .  

  T h r e e  l e g s  i n  a  c l a s s  t o  e a r n  a  ti t l e  a n d  m o v e  u p  t o  t h e  n e x t  c l a s s .   A d d i ti o n a l  
ti t l e s  c a n  b e  e a r n e d  i n  a  l o w e r  c l a s s  i f  t h e  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  l e v e l  
w i t h  t h e  d o g .   E x a m p l e :   A  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t h a t  t h e  d o g  i s n ' t  r e a d y  t o  b e  o ff  
l e a s h ,  o r  i f  t h e  d o g  c a n ' t  b e  o ff  l e a s h  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  t h e  d o g  m a y  e a r n  t h e  B e -
g i n n e r  T i t l e ,  a n d  t h e n  g o  o n  t o  e a r n  t h e  B e g i n n e r  T i t l e  2 ,  B e g i n n e r  T i t l e  3 ,  
e t c .   I f  t h e  d o g  i s  i n  a  h i g h e r  c l a s s  a n d  t h e  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t h a t  t h e  d o g  n e e d s  
t o  g o  b a c k  t o  a  l o w e r  l e v e l ,  t h a t  i s  fi n e  a n d  t h e  d o g  c a n  g o  o n  t o  e a r n  m u l ti p l e s  
ti t l e s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s  a s  w e l l .  

  Dogs may continue to compete in a lower level once the initial title in that level is com-
pleted.  In addition, they can compete at the same trial at the higher level as well. Exam-
ple: Dog has PCL title and handler wishes to work on PCL 2 and HCL, they can do that at 
the same trial. 
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C o p y r i g h t e d  

Rules 



Clover 

Clover 

The dog goes around the barrel with the barrel on their left.  They then return to the center 

square.  The dog will go to the second barrel and return to the center.  They continue in this 

pattern until they have gone around all of the barrels in a clockwise direction.  The dog and 

handler must both touch the center square between each barrel run.  In Haltar and Perfor-

mance Champion, the handler will remain in the center square while dog run around bar-

rels. 

 

 

Levels for Clover 

Beginner:  This level is an on leash only event, dogs of any age may compete in this level. 

The handler must have the dog on leash and may help the dog around the course.  You may 

make 3 mistakes and still qualify.  3 barrels 

 

Performance:  This class is for a dog that can be trusted off leash.  Dogs 6 months and old-

er.  The handler may run around the barrels with the dog.  You may make 2 mistakes and 

still qualify.  3 barrels 

 

Haltar:  This class is for a dog that has achieved the Performance Title.  In this class the 

handler has to send the dog around the barrel without leaving the center square.  You may 

make 1 mistake and still qualify.  4 barrels 

 

Performance Champ:  This class is for a dog that has achieved the Haltar Title.  This class is 

similar to Haltar except the center’s square size is decreased and you can not make any 

mistakes to qualify.  4 barrels 

 

 

 

You must have 3 legs in a class to earn a title and move up to the next class.  However, ad-

ditional titles can be earned in a lower class if the handler decides to stay in that level with 

the dog.   

Example:  A handler decides that the dog isn’t ready to be off leash, or if the dog cannot be 

off leash for any reason, the dog may earn the Beginner Title, and then go on to earn the 

Beginner Title II, Beginner Title III, etc.  This applies to all levels. 

 

For dogs who would like to remain in Performance Levels and Higher: 

Champion Level Titles - You can now also earn Champion Level Titles in every level except 

Beginner.  You must earn 10 titles in Clover and 10 titles in Straight Line at that level to 

earn the Champion Level Title. 

       Revised 10/22/2021 



Straight Line 

 

 

Straight Line 

The dog will be on the handler’s left, they will weave through the barrels  When the dog 

makes it around the last barrel, the handler brings the dog to their right side and goes to the 

finish line.  In Grand Champion the dog will run around a cone after the last barrel and then 

repeat the weaving on the right side on the way to the finish line. 

 

 

Levels for Straight Line 

Beginner:  This level is an on leash only event, dogs of any age may compete in this level. 

The handler must have the dog on leash and may help the dog around the course.  You may 

make 3 mistakes and still qualify. 

 

Performance:  This class is for a dog that can be trusted off leash.  Dogs 6 months and older.  

The handler may run around the barrels with the dog.  You may make 2 mistakes and still 

qualify. 

 

Haltar:  This class is for a dog that has achieved the Performance Title.  In this class the 

handler has to send the dog around the barrels.  There will be a line beside the line of barrels 

that the handler must not cross.  You may make 1 mistake and still qualify.   

 

Performance Champ:  This class is for a dog that has achieved the Haltar Title.  This class is 

similar to Haltar except the distance between the barrels is increased.  There will be a line 

beside the barrels that the handler must not cross.  You can not have any mistakes in this 

class to qualify.   

 

 

You must have 3 legs in a class to earn a title and move up to the next class.  However, ad-

ditional titles can be earned in a lower class if the handler decides to stay in that level with 

the dog.   

Example:  A handler decides that the dog isn’t ready to be off leash, or if the dog can not be 

off leash for any reason, the dog may earn the Beginner Title, and then go on to earn the 

Beginner Title II, Beginner Title III, etc.   This applies to all levels. 

 

For dogs who would like to remain in Performance Levels and Higher: 

Champion Level Titles - You can now also earn Champion Level Titles in every level except 

Beginner.  You must earn 10 titles in Straight Line and 10 titles in Clover at that level to earn 

the Champion Level Title. 

       Revised 10/22/2021 

 

 

 



Advanced Titles/Mistakes 

10 legs for  the Master  Per formance Champ CL   
 
In  Clover  you must  complete  the course as you w ould in  Per formance 
Champ going in  a  c lockw ise di rect ion.   Af ter  you have completed the 
last  barre l ,  you then star t  w i th  the f i rst  barre l  and go counter -clockwise 
w ith the barre l  s t i l l  on the dog ’s lef t  s ide.  
 
10 legs for  Master  Per formance Champ SL  
 
In  the Stra ight  L ine you must  comple te  the course as you w ould in  the 
Per formance Champ except  the l ine beside the barre ls  is  increased.   Af -
ter  you complete  the last  barre l ,  you  w i l l  send your  dog around a  cone 
and then go back through the barre ls ,  weaving w i th your  dog on your  
r ight  and then cross the f in ish l ine.  
 
Grand Champion  
 
In  order  to  earn the Grand Champion Ti t le  you must  qual i fy in  both the 
Master  Per formance Champ Clover  and Master  Per formance Champ 
Stra ight  L ine on the same day of  the same show .    You must  do th is  20 
t imes before being  aw arded the Grand Champion Ti t le .  

Mistakes  
 
In  Clover ,  i f  a  team makes a  mistake they must  return  to  the center  
square and f ix  the mistake before moving on.  

In  St ra ight  L ine,  i f  a  team makes a  mistake they must  return to  the star t /
f in ish l ine before moving on.   I f  they do not  f ix  the mistake the team wi l l  
be disqual i f ied.   I f  d isqual i f ied,  the team may f in ish the run i f  they w ish.  



 BEGINNER -  THE  TEAM MUST HAVE A SCORE OF  85  OR ABOVE TO QUAL-
IFY .   THE  TEAM MAY MAKE  3  MISTAKES IN THIS  LEVEL  BUT  MUST  FIX  
THEM TO QUALIFY.   IF  THE  MISTAKES ARE  LE FT  UNFIXED THE  TEAM 
WILL  BE  DISQUALIFIED .   THEY MAY CONTINUE TO FINISH THE  RUN I F  
THEY WISH.                                                                                   
                                   
PERFORMANCE -  THE  TEAM MUST  HAV E  A  SCORE OF  90  OR ABOVE TO  
QUALIFY.   THE  TEAM MAY MAKE 2 MISTAKES IN THIS  LEVEL  BUT  MUST  
FIX THEM TO QUALIFY.   IF  THE  MISTAKES ARE  LEFT  UNFIXED THE TEAM 
WILL  BE  DISQUALIFIED .   THEY MAY CONTINUE TO FINISH THE  RUN I F  
THEY WISH.                                                                                                                       
                   
HALTAR -  THE  TEAM MUST  HAVE  A  SCORE OF  95 OR ABOVE TO  QUALI-
FY.   THE  TEAM MAY MAKE 1  MISTAKE  IN THIS  LEVEL  BUT  MUST  FIX IT  
TO  QUALIFY.   IF  THE  MISTAKE  IS  LEFT  UNFIXED THE  TEAM WILL  BE  
DISQUALIFIED.   THEY MAY CONTINUE TO FINISH THE  RUN IF  THEY 
WISH.                                                                                                        
              
PERFORMANCE CHAMP -  THE  TEAM MUST  HAVE  A  SCORE OF  100  TO  
QUALIFY.   THE  TEAM MAY NOT HAVE  ANY MISTAKES IN THIS  LEVEL  TO  
QUALIFY.   IF  THE TEAM MAKES A  MISTAKE  THEY MAY STILL  CONTINUE 
TO  FINISH THE  RUN IF  THEY WISH.  

  

D E D U C T I O N S  - P O I N T S  W I L L  B E  T A K E N  O F F  F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M I S T A K E S :   ( T H E S E  M I S -

T A K E S  M U S T  B E  F I X E D  O R  Y O U  W I L L  G E T  A N  E L I M I N A T I O N . )  
 
C L O V E R  
5  G O I N G  A R O U N D  T H E  B A R R E L  T H E  W R O N G  W A Y  
5  J U M P I N G  O N  T H E  B A R R E L  I N S T E A D  O F  G O I N G  A R O U N D  
5  N O T  C O M I N G  I N T O  T H E  M I D D L E  S Q U A R E  A F T E R  G O I N G  A R O U N D  T H E  B A R R E L  ( D O G  O R  
H A N D L E R )  
5  G O I N G  A R O U N D  T H E  B A R R E L S  C L O C K W I S E  
5  D O I N G  P A T T E R N  I N  C O U N T E R - C L O C K W I S E  D I R E C T I O N  
5  D O G  S P I N N I N G  I N S T E A D  O F  G O I N G  T O  A  B A R R E L  
 
S T R A I G H T  L I N E  
5  G O I N G  I N  O R  O U T  O F  T H E  B A R R E L S  T H E  W R O N G  W A Y  
5  J U M P I N G  O N  T H E  B A R R E L  I N S T E A D  O F  W E A V I N G  
5  N O T  W E A V I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  B A R R E L S  
5  W E A V I N G  B A C K  T H R O U G H  T H E  B A R R E L S  A T  T H E  E N D  W H E N  D O G  S H O U L D  B E  C O M I N G  
B A C K  I N  A  S T R A I G H T  L I N E  
5  D O G  S P I N N I N G  I N S T E A D  O F  G O I N G  T O  A  B A R R E L                                                              
5  D O G  S P I N N I N G  O N  T H E  W A Y  B A C K  T O  T H E  F I N I S H  L I N E                                                     
5  D O G  C R O S S I N G  T O  T H E  H A N D L E R ’ S  L E F T  S I D E  O N  W A Y  B A C K  T O  F I N I S H  ( E X C E P T  I N  M A S -
T E R )                                                                                                                                      
                   

E L I M I N A T I O N S  
D O G  F O U L S  I N  T H E  R I N G  
D O G  D O E S  N O T  F I N I S H  T H E  C O U R S E  C O R R E C T L Y  
U N S P O R T S M A N S H I P  I N  T H E  T E A M                                                                                       
D O U B L E  H A N D L I N G  
F O U L  L A N G U A G E  
A G G R E S S I O N  I N  T H E  D O G                                                                                           
T O U C H I N G  O R  P I C K I N G  U P  D O G                                                                                    
F O O D  O R  T R E A T S  I N  R I N G                                                                                             
C A R R Y I N G  T H E  L E A S H  

 

Scoring 



*  A s  o f  8 / 1 / 2 0 1 9  t h e r e  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e  a  S p e c i a l  a n d  a  S e n i o r  c l a s s ;  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  

c o m b i n e d  a s  S p e c i a l / S e n i o r .   A c c o m m o d a ti o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p  a s  y o u  o r i g i -

n a l l y  w o u l d  a  S e n i o r  o r  S p e c i a l .   

*  A n y o n e  t h a t  h a s  c o m p e t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  S p e c i a l s  o r  S e n i o r s  a n d  e a r n e d  l e g s  a n d / o r  

ti t l e s ,  t h o s e  l e g s  a n d / o r  ti t l e s  w i l l   t r a n s f e r  o v e r  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l / S e n i o r  l e g s  a n d / o r  ti t l e s .  

Sizing and Classes 

 

D ogs  t h at  measu re  12”  an d  u n d er  wi l l  b e  con s id ered  “sma l l ” ,  d o gs  t h at  
measu re  b et ween  13”  -  18”  wi l l  b e  con s id ered  “med iu m ” ,  an d  d ogs  t h at  
measu re  over  18”  w i l l  b e  con s id ered  “ l a rge” .  
 
Sp ec ia l s/ Sen iors  ar e  f or  an y  d og  or  h an d ler  t h at  h as  an y  k in d  o f  imp ai rmen t  
t h at  makes  i t  h ard er  f or  t h em t o  compet e/wi l l  b e  con s id e red  d ogs  over  t h e  
age  o f  9 ,  f or  a l l  s i z es .   Accommod ation s  can  b e  mad e.   Th i s  i s  an  op tion a l  
c las s ,  you  d o  n ot  h ave  t o  en t er  t h i s  i f  you  t h in k  you  or  yo u r  d og  i s  ab le  t o  
comp et e  in  ot h er  c lasses .   In st at ed  8/1/2019*  
 
Ju n ior  i s  f or  a  Ju n ior  Han d ler  t h at  i s  o f  sch oo l  age .   Th ey  wi l l  earn  t h e  same 
tit les  b u t  wi l l  b e  ju d ged  as  a  ju n ior .  

 

 C L O V E R  D I S T A N C E S  A N D  S Q U A R E  S I Z I N G  

 

B E G I N N E R  L E V E L S  S Q U A R E  I S  3  F E E T   X  3  F E E T  W I T H  T H E  D I S T A N C E  F R O M  S Q U A R E  T O  
B A R R E L S  B E I N G  1 8  F E E T  F O R  S M A L L  D O G S ,  2 0  F E E T  F O R  M E D I U M  D O G S  A N D  2 2  F E E T  
F O R  L A R G E  D O G S .    P E R F O R M A N C E  C H A M P  A N D  H I G H E R  S Q U A R E  I S  2 ’  X  2 ’ .  

 

S T R A I G H T  L I N E  D I S T A N C E S  
 

S T A R T  L I N E  F O R  A L L  L E V E L S  I S  3  F E E T  F R O M  T H E  F I R S T  B A R R E L .   H A L T A R  A N D  P E R F O R -
M A N C E  C H A M P  H A N D L E R S  M U S T  B E  2  F E E T  F R O M  T H E  B A R R E L S .   G R A N D  C H A M P I O N  
H A N D L E R S  M U S T  B E  3  F E E T  F R O M  T H E  B A R R E L S  A N D  3  F E E T  F R O M  T H E  C O N E .   

D I S T A N C E  B E T W E E N  T H E  B A R R E L S  F O R  A L L  S T R A I G H T  L I N E  L E V E L S  I S  4  F E E T  B E -
T W E E N  E A C H  B A R R E L  W I T H  T H E  E X C E P T I O N  O F  P E R F O R M A N C E  C H A M P  A N D  
G R A N D  C H A M P I O N  W H E R E  T H E  D I S T A N C E  B E T W E E N  E A C H  B A R R E L  I S  I N -
C R E A S E D  T O  5  F E E T .  

  

R I N G  D I M E N S I O N S  

 
A P P R O X I M A T E  R I N G  S I Z E  I S  5 0  F E E T   X  4 0  F E E T .   R I N G  S I Z E S  M A Y  V A R Y  B U T  T H E  B A R -
R E L S  N E E D  T O  B E  3  F E E T  F R O M  A N Y  B A R R I E R .   

A P P R O X I M A T E  B A R R E L  S I Z E  I S  2 0  I N C H E S  I N  D I A M E T E R .   A G A I N ,  T H I S  M A Y  V A R Y .  



Clover/Straight Line 
 



Round Up 
T h i s  g a m e  i s  p l a y e d  o n  t h e  C l o v e r  p a tt e r n .   A  t u n n e l  i s  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  b a r r e l  # 1  a n d  # 2  i n  a  “ U ”  
s h a p e .   A n o t h e r  t u n n e l  i s  p l a c e d  b e t w e e n  b a r r e l   # 3  a n d  # 1  i n  a  “ U ”  s h a p e .   
  
T u n n e l  l e n g t h  i s  1 0  -  1 8  f e e t .   S p a c i n g   i s  1 6  f e e t ,  1 8  f e e t ,  a n d  2 0  f e e t  f r o m  s q u a r e  a n d  o p e n -
i n g s .   T u n n e l s  s h o u l d  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4  f e e t  f r o m  b a r r e l s .   
F o r  s a f e t y  r e a s o n s ,  n o  b e g i n n e r  l e v e l s  i n  R o u n d  U p .  
 
T h e  d o g  a n d  o w n e r  s t a r t  i n  t h e  s q u a r e  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  s t a r ti n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  C l o v e r .   T h e  d o g  g o e s  
a r o u n d  t h e  fi r s t  b a r r e l  a n d  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e  d o g  m u s t  t h e n  g o  i n  t h e  t u n n e l  
o p e n i n g  t h a t  i s  b y  b a r r e l  # 2  ( c o u n t e r - c l o c k w i s e  p a tt e r n ,  s a m e  a s  g o i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  b a r r e l ) ,  t h e  
d o g  g o e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u n n e l  a n d  e x i t s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t u n n e l  b y  b a r r e l  # 1 .    T h e  d o g  m u s t  g o  
b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e  d o g  t h e n  g o e s  a r o u n d  b a r r e l  # 2 ,  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e ,  t h e n  
a r o u n d  b a r r e l  # 3 ,  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e n  t h e  d o g  w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  t u n n e l  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  b a r r e l  # 1 ,  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u n n e l  a n d  e x i t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t u n n e l  b y  b a r r e l  # 3 .   T h e  d o g  
t h e n  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e  ti m e  w i l l  s t o p  a n d  t h e  g a m e  i s  o v e r .  
 
Halter 
T h e  d o g  a n d  o w n e r  s t a r t  i n  t h e  s q u a r e  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  s t a r ti n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  C l o v e r .   T h e  d o g  g o e s  
a r o u n d  t h e  fi r s t  b a r r e l  a s  i s  d o n e  i n  C l o v e r  t h e n  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .  T h e  h a n d l e r  s e n d s  
t h e  d o g  i n  t h e  t u n n e l  o p e n i n g  t h a t  i s  b y  b a r r e l  # 1 .   T h e  d o g  g o e s  t h r o u g h   t h e  t u n n e l  a n d  e x i t s  
o u t  o f  t h e  t u n n e l  b y  b a r r e l  # 2 ,  t h e n  t h e  d o g  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e  d o g  t h e n  g o e s  
a r o u n d  b a r r e l  # 2  t h e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e .  T h e  d o g  g o e s  a r o u n d  b a r r e l  # 3  t h e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  s q u a r e .   T h e n  t h e  d o g  w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  s e c o n d   t u n n e l  a t  t h e  e n d  b y  b a r r e l  # 3 .   T h e  d o g   g o e s  
t h r o u g h   t h e   t u n n e l  a n d  e x i t s  o u t  o f  t h e  t u n n e l  b y  b a r r e l  # 1 ,  t h e n  t h e  d o g  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  c e n -
t e r  s q u a r e ,  t h e  ti m e  w i l l  s t o p  a n d  t h e  g a m e  i s  d o n e .  I n  H a l t e r  l e v e l  t h e  o w n e r  m u s t  s t a y  i n   t h e  
c e n t e r  s q u a r e .    T h e  d o g  m u s t  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  t o u c h  t h e   c e n t e r  s q u a r e  a ft e r  c o m i n g   b a c k   e a c h  
ti m e .   I n  t h e  H a l t e r  l e v e l  y o u  c a n   m a k e  1  m i s t a k e  a n d  s ti l l  q u a l i f y .  
 
P e r f o r m a n c e  C h a m p  

T h i s  i s  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  s a m e  a s  H a l t e r  e x c e p t  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e  g e t s  s m a l l e r  a n d  t h e r e  c a n  n o t  b e  
a n y  m i s t a k e s .     

A l l  r u l e s  f r o m  o r i g i n a l  C l o v e r  a n d  S t r a i g h t  L i n e  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s  ( e x c e p t  B e g i n n e r )  a p p l y  t o  
n e w  g a m e s .    

Y o u  m u s t  h a v e  3  l e g s  i n  a  c l a s s  t o  e a r n  a  ti t l e  a n d  m o v e  u p  t o  t h e  n e x t  c l a s s .  H o w e v e r ,  a d d i ti o n a l  
ti t l e s  c a n  b e  e a r n e d  i n  a  l o w e r  c l a s s  i f  t h e  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  d o g .  
 
E x a m p l e :  A  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t h a t  t h e  d o g  i s n ' t  r e a d y  t o  a d v a n c e  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .  T h e  d o g  m a y  
e a r n  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e ,  a n d  t h e n  g o  o n  t o  e a r n  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e  2 ,  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e  3 ,  
e t c .  
For dogs who would like to remain in Performance Levels and higher * 
 

*Champion Level Titles 
Yo u  c a n  n o w  e a r n  C h a m p i o n  L e v e l  T i t l e s  i n  e v e r y  l e v e l  e x c e p t  B e g i n n e r .   Y o u  m u s t  e a r n  1 0  T i t l e s  i n  
R o u n d  U p  a n d  1 0  T i t l e s  i n  L o c k ,  S t o c k ,  &  B a r r e l  i n  t h a t  l e v e l .   E x a m p l e :   Y o u  e a r n e d  1 0  P e r f o r -
m a n c e  T i t l e s  i n  R o u n d  U p  a n d  1 0  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e s  L o c k ,  S t o c k ,  &  B a r r e l . . . Y o u  h a v e  n o w  e a r n e d  
y o u r  C h a m p i o n  P e r f o r m a n c e  L e v e l  L S B  &  R U  T i t l e !   

Master Level  

This game is played on the Clover pattern.  There are 2 tunnels. 

The dog and owner start in the square as if they are starting regular Clover.  The sends the dog around the #1 barrel and 

returns to the center square.  The handler sends the dog in the tunnel opening closest to barrel #1 and returns to the 

center square.  The dog then goes around barrel #2 and back to the center square.  The dog repeats this with barrel #3.  

The dog then goes into the tunnel opening closest to barrel #3 and returns to square and goes around barrel #1 and 

returns to square.            The dog will then go counter-clockwise with the dog will go into the tunnel opening closest to 

barrel #1, then return to square.  Then on to barrel #3, return to square, then barrel #2, return to square.  The dog then 

enters the tunnel with the opening closest to barrel #2 and returns to center square.  Clock stops when the dog makes it 

back to the center square. 

To earn the Masters Title you must earn 10 legs.  Handler must stay in the center square.  No faults allowed. 

If you want to get the Grand Champion Title you must have double qualifying scores with both Round Up and Lock, 

Stock, & Barrel.  To count as a double you must qualify at the same event trial in both venues.  Handler must stay in 

center square.  No faults allowed. 



Lock, Stock, & Barrel 

T h i s  g a m e  i s  p l a y e d  o n  t h e  S t r a i g h t  L i n e  p a tt e r n .   A  t u n n e l  i s  p l a c e d  a ft e r  t h e  l a s t  b a r r e l  i n  a  “ U ”  s h a p e .  

 

T u n n e l  i s  3 - 4  f e e t  f r o m  l a s t  b a r r e l  a n d  o p e n i n g s  f o r  b a r r e l s  a r e  4  f e e t  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  

F o r  s a f e t y  r e a s o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  b e g i n n e r  l e v e l  i n  L o c k ,  S t o c k ,  &  B a r r e l .  

 

T h e  d o g  a n d  o w n e r  s t a r t  b e h i n d  t h e  s t a r ti n g  l i n e  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  s t a r ti n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  S t r a i g h t  L i n e .   T h e  d o g  

d o e s  t h e  b a r r e l s  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a n d  r e g u l a r  S t r a i g h t  L i n e .   A ft e r  t h e  l a s t  b a r r e l ,  t h e  d o g  w i l l  g o  i n t o  t h e  

t u n n e l  f a r t h e s t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  b a r r e l s .   T h e  d o g  w i l l  e x i t  t h e  t u n n e l  a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  a n d  t h e  h a n d l e r  m u s t  

g e t  t h e  d o g  o n  t h e i r  r i g h t  s i d e  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  fi n i s h  l i n e  l i k e  t h e y  w o u l d  i n  r e g u l a r  S t r a i g h t  L i n e .   T h e  ti m e  

s t o p s  w h e n  t h e  d o g  c r o s s e s  t h e  l i n e .   T h e  o w n e r  m u s t  a l s o  c r o s s  t h e  l i n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y .  

 

H a l t e r  

T h e  d o g  a n d  o w n e r  s t a r t  b e h i n d  t h e  l i n e  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  s t a r ti n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  S t r a i g h t   L i n e .   T h e  d o g  g o e s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  b a r r e l s  a s  i f  d o i n g  S t r a i g h t  L i n e .    A ft e r  t h e  l a s t  b a r r e l ,  t h e  d o g  w i l l  g o  i n t o  t h e  t u n n e l  c l o s e s t  

t o  t h e  h a n d l e r .   T h e   d o g   w i l l  e x i t  t h e  t u n n e l  a n d  t h e  h a n d l e r  m u s t  g e t  t h e  d o g  o n  t h e i r  r i g h t  s i d e  a n d  g o  

t o  t h e  fi n i s h  l i n e ,  l i k e  t h e y  w o u l d  i n  r e g u l a r  S t r a i g h t  L i n e .   T h e  ti m e  s t o p s  w h e n  t h e  d o g  c r o s s e s  t h e  

l i n e .    T h e   o w n e r  m u s t  a l s o  c r o s s  t h e  l i n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y .   I n  H a l t e r  y o u  m a y  m a k e  1  m i s t a k e  a n d  s ti l l  

q u a l i f y .   I f  y o u  d o  m a k e  a  m i s t a k e  y o u  m u s t  fi x  i t  b y  s t a r ti n g  o v e r  o n  t h e  S t r a i g h t  l i n e .   I n  t h e  H a l t e r  l e v -

e l   y o u  m u s t  d i r e c t  t h e  d o g  i n t o  t h e  t u n n e l .   S i m i l a r  t o  H a l t e r  S t r a i g h t  L i n e ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  s t a y  b e h i n d  t h e  

l i n e  t h a t  w i l l  b e  2  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  b a r r e l s .  

 

P e r f o r m a n c e  C h a m p  

T h i s  i s  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  s a m e  a s  H a l t a r  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  b a r r e l s  g e t s  i n c r e a s e d   I n  t h e  P e r f o r -

m a n c e  C h a m p  t h e r e  c a n  n o  b e  a n y  m i s t a k e s .  

 

A l l  r u l e s  f r o m  o r i g i n a l  C l o v e r  a n d  S t r a i g h t  L i n e  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s  ( e x c e p t  B e g i n n e r )  a p p l y  t o  n e w  

g a m e s .    

Y o u  m u s t  h a v e  3  l e g s  i n  a  c l a s s  t o  e a r n  a  ti t l e  a n d  m o v e  u p  t o  t h e  n e x t  c l a s s .  H o w e v e r ,  a d d i ti o n a l  
ti t l e s  c a n  b e  e a r n e d  i n  a  l o w e r  c l a s s  i f  t h e  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  d o g .  
 
E x a m p l e :  A  h a n d l e r  d e c i d e s  t h a t  t h e  d o g  i s n ' t  r e a d y  t o  a d v a n c e  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .  T h e  d o g  m a y  
e a r n  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e ,  a n d  t h e n  g o  o n  t o  e a r n  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e  2 ,  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e  3 ,  
e t c .  

 
For dogs who would like to remain in Performance Levels and higher * 

 

*Champion Level Titles 
Yo u  c a n  n o w  e a r n  C h a m p i o n  L e v e l  T i t l e s  i n  e v e r y  l e v e l  e x c e p t  B e g i n n e r .   Y o u  m u s t  e a r n  1 0  T i t l e s  
i n  R o u n d  U p  a n d  1 0  T i t l e s  i n  L o c k ,  S t o c k ,  &  B a r r e l  i n  t h a t  l e v e l .   E x a m p l e :   Y o u  e a r n e d  1 0  P e r f o r -
m a n c e  T i t l e s  i n  R o u n d  U p  a n d  1 0  P e r f o r m a n c e  T i t l e s  L o c k ,  S t o c k ,  &  B a r r e l . . . Y o u  h a v e  n o w  e a r n e d  
y o u r  C h a m p i o n  P e r f o r m a n c e  L e v e l  L S B  &  R U  T i t l e !   

Master Level  

This game is played on the Straight Line pattern.  There is 1 tunnel . 

The dog and owner start behind the line and do the barrels as if they are doing Straight Line.  After the last barrel, the 

dog will go into the tunnel closest to the handler.  The dog will exit the tunnel and re-weave the barrels going between 

the 6th and 5th barrels first.  When the dog gets done going through the last barrel it must go across the finish line to 

stop the clock.   

In Masters, the barrels will be 5 feet apart and the handler must stay 2 ft away from the barrels when performing this 

level. No faults allowed.   To earn the Masters Title you must earn 10 legs.  

If you want to get the Grand Champion Title you must have double qualifying scores with both Lock, Stock, & Barrel 

Round Up and accumulate 20 doubles.  To count as a double you must qualify at the same event trial in both venues.  

Handler must stay 2 ft away from the barrels when performing this level.  No faults allowed. 



Round Up/LSB 

Round Up 

Lock, Stock, & Barrel 



 

Round Up/LSB 
Haltar Levels and Higher 



Round Up and Lock, 

Stock, & Barrel  

Master Level and Higher 



Break the Barrier 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:  

 
CAN BREAK THE BARRIER BE ON LEASH?   YES,  BUT ANY 
FORM OF DRAGGING THE  DOG ON THE LEASH TO HURRY 
THE DOG WILL  BE A  FAULT.   WE WANT THIS TO BE FUN 
FOR THE DOG,  TOO!  
 
CAN A  TEAM CONSIST O F DIFFERENT SIZED 
DOGS?   YES,  YOUR TEAM CAN CONSIST OF DIFFERENT 
SIZED DOGS.    
 
CAN YOU AND YOUR DOG BE ON DIFFERENT 
TEAMS?   YES,  YOU AND YOUR DOG MAY BE  ON DIFFER-
ENT TEAMS AS LONG AS  IT  IS  AT DIFFERENT SHOWS.  
 
WHEN A TEAM REACHED THE TITLE POINTS DOES THE 
MEMBERS ON THE TEAM GET  THE TITLE REGARDLESS OF 
WHAT MEMBERS ARE ON THE TEAM?  
YES,  THE TEAM TITLES ARE STILL  INDIVIDUA L TI-
TLES.   EXAMPLE:   ELAINE,  MARY,  AND COLLEEN SHOW A 
LOT AS A  TEAM.   MARY HAS GONE TO ANOTHER TEAM AT  
A  SHOW THAT ELAINE AND COLLEEN ARE NOT ENTERED 
IN.   SHE HAS EARNED MORE POINTS THAN THEY 
HAVE.   SO,  SHE CAN GET HER TITLE EVEN THOUGH HER 
TEAM MATES HAVEN'T  EARNED ENOUGH POINTS FOR 
THEIRS.   



Break the Barrier 

TEAM SPORT  

BREAK THE BARRIER  
  

TEAMS WILL  CONSIST O F 3  DOGS AND 3  HANDLERS ON 
A  TEAM.   THE TEAM WILL  BE J UDGED AGAINST THE 
OTHER TEAMS IN THAT SHOW.    THIS WILL  BE DONE ON 
A  STRAIGHT LINE COURSE.   EACH TEAM WILL  BE 
JUDGED SEPARATELY AND THE WINNER WILL  BE  DETER-
MINED BY FAULTS/TIME .   
 
THE FIRST DOG/HANDLER WILL  GET READY BEHIND THE 
LINE AND WAIT FOR THE FAMOUS “GIDDY UP”  FROM 
THE JUDGE.   THAT DOG/HANDLER WILL  THEN PERFORM 
THE STRAIGHT LINE COURSE.   THE SECOND DOG/
HANDLER MUST GET READY FOR THE FIRST DOG /
HANDLER TO CROSS OVER THE LINE.   AS  SOON AS THE 
FIRST DOG/HANDLER CROSSES THE LINE THE SECOND 
DOG/HANDLER TEAM GOES AND THEY PERFORM THE 
STRAIGHT LINE.   THIS WILL CONTINUE UNTIL  ALL  OF 
THE DOGS/HANDLERS CROSS THE FINISH LINE.   AS  
SOON AS THE LAST DOG/HANDLER CROSSES THE FINISH 
LINE THE TIME WILL  STOP.  
 
DIFFERENT FROM ORIGI NAL STRAIGHT LINE,  IF  ANY OF 
THESE TEAMS MAKE A  MISTAKE THEY WILL  NOT  FIX 
THEIR MISTAKE.   FOR EACH MISTAKE THAT IS  MADE A  5  
POINT DEDUCTION WILL  BE TAKEN OFF OF THEIR 
SCORE.   TEAMS WILL  START WITH A  SCORE OF  
100.   THE TEAM MUST SCORE AT LEAST AN 85  TO QUAL-
IFY.   
FIRST PLACE WILL  BE DETERMINED BY THE SCORE MI-
NUS THE FAULTS.   SO,  YOU CAN HAVE A  TEAM THAT 
PERFORMS PERFECTLY BUT ISN ’T FAST STILL  BEAT A  
FAST TEAM THAT MAKES  MISTAKES.  
 
THE POINTS YOU EARN WILL BE DETERMINED BY HOW 
MANY TEAMS ARE ENTERED.   ONCE THE TEAM EARNS 25 
POINTS THAT TEAM WILL  EARN A  TEAM TITLE.    AD-
VANCED TEAM TITLE CAN BE EARNED WITH 50 POINTS.   


